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The Ilinden uprising ~begun on Saint Elya's Day, the prophet Elijah.
August the 2™-occupies a leading place in Macedonian national
tradition.' Many historians even consider it as one of the first significant
political manifestations of Macedonian national consciousness.” The

" The 2* of August is today a national holiday in the Republic of Macedonia in
celebration of the initiation of statehood. For different approaches, see: James Frusetta,
“Common Heroes, Divided Claims: IMRO between Macedonia and Bulgaria™, in John
Lampe, Mark Mazower (eds.) Jdeologies and National Identities (Budapest and New
York: Central European University Press, 2004), 110-130: Hristo Andonov Poljanski,
The Attitude of the US.A. Towards Macedonia: the 19th century and during the Hinden
Uprising, 1903 Macedonian Heritage Collection, Macedonian Review Editions, 1983
Manon [Tlanacecxn, Makegonexoto ocnoGommrenso aeno 8o XIX u XXbex.
Himnaencko socranne, tow 11 Mucna, Cronje, 1987 [Manol Pandevski, Macedonian
Liberarion Deed in the XIX and XX Century, Hinden Uprising, vol. 11, Misla: Skopie.
1987]: Todor Cheoreganov (ed.) History of The Macedonian People, Skopje: Institute
of The National History, 2008; UIf Brunnbauer, “Serving the Nation. Historiography in
the Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) after Socialism™, Historien, 4, (2003-04): 161-
181; Tchavdar Marinov, “We, the Macedonians. The Paths of Macedonian Supra-
Nationalism (1878-1912)". in Diana Mishkova. (ed.). We, the People. Politics of
National Peculiarity on Southeastern Furope Sofia: Centre for Advanced Study Sofia
Working Paper Series 3. (2011): 1-29. The authors thank the Journal editors for the
completion of some references with Macedonian language sources, When this occurs.
English titles appear into brackets.

* The Macedonian historiography considers the documents and activities from the
insurgents of the Kresna Uprising (1878/79) as previous political manifestations of
national consciousness. See KpecHeHckoro soctasme so0 Maxenonmja 1978-1879,
OOPHIK Ha TPYIOBK, MAKCIOHCKA 2KALEMH]a HA HAVKN H YMETHOCTH, Cxome, 1982
["Kresna uprising in Macedonia™, Conference Proceedings, Skopje, Makedonska
akademija na naukite i umetnostite, 1982]; Mpasinara — Vcraror Ha MakenonckHot
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current circumstances. Its modern borders were undefined in the
extreme. ° Seen from Barcelona, there was an awareness of another
major Mediterranean port. Salonica. but again, its complexity was not
that of its hinterland. in Thrace or in the mountains beyond. At least a
third of Salonica’s inhabitants were Sephardic Jews. who spoke antique
Castilian (or sometimes even Catalan). and had been largely forgotien in
Spain until after Spain's Moroccan interventions. starting in 1859-1860.”
Sapir or lingua franca. an advantage of Mediterranean port life for
Catalan speakers, paradoxically blocked much understanding of what
might lic behind the Ottoman city. Most political information about life
under the Ottomans was received through French sources. both press and
especially reportages in book form.

Although the Greek War of Independence (during 1821-1832) or the
Tanzimar reforms of the Ottoman Empire (between 1839 and 1876)
caught some occasional attention, this remained limited to Spaniards
writing in exile or to adaptations (rather than strict translations) of
foreign books.® It was rather the end of the historic “Eastern Question”,
born at the Peace of Vienna in 1815 and closed by the Berlin Congress

® Early French travellers had already noted the variety of peoples of the region: by
1740, a "Macédoine" was a mixed-fruit salad, a lasting metaphor for a jumble; the term
for the dessert passed quickly from French to Spanish and to Catalan. See “Macédoine™
in the online Centre National de Ressources Textuelles et Lexicales (CNRS). In Ancién
Régime France, a "Macédoine" was also a card game in which the dealer could decide
what rules to play. See Christopher Boehm, Blood Revenge. The Enactment and
Management of Conflict in Montenegro and Other Tribal Societies Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1987. For the “invention”™ of the Balkans, see: Larry
Wolf, Inventing Eastern Europe. The Map of Civilization on the Mind of the
Enlightenment Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1994; and BoZidar Jezerik. Wild
Europe. The Balkans in the Gaze of Western Travellers London: Saqi Books, 2004

" See Gilles Veinstein (ed.), Salonique 1850-1918. La “ville des Juifs” et le reveil des
Balkans Paris: Autrement, 1993: Mark Mazower. Salonica, City of Ghosts. Christians,
Muslims and Jews 1430-1950 London: Harper Books, 2004. For Spanish attitudes:
Danielle Rozenberg, La Espaiia contemporanea y la cuestion judia, Madrid: Marcial
Pons, 2010, chaps. 1-4.

* For an indicative Spanish text: Fermin Caballero. La Turquia, teatro de la Guerra
presente, Madrid: Imprenta Euscbio Aguado, 1828 (2nd ed.); Caballero (1800-1876)
was in exile approximately from 1823 to 1833. became a major figure in Spanish
politics; he wrote at least three works on “Turkey”. As an example of foreign works
adapted or translated see Ubicini [sic: the French Journalist Jean-Henri-Abdolonyme
Ubicini, 1818-1884), EI Tanzimat organizacion de la Turquia actual en todos sus
aspectos [...], Madrid: Imprenta José Trujillo, hijo, 1854,
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confirmation of autocephalous Orthodox churches. strongly nationalist
and no longer willing to submit to the Greek patriarchate. This change,
marked by increasing nationalist manners learnt in London. Paris.
Vienna and even Saint Petersburg in the 1870s and 1880s. made
nonsense of the Ottoman system of administration by miller or religious
grouping in which all Rumi were lumped.” In Macedonia, the absence
of an autonomous or recognized church led to rival schools in Greek.
Bulgarian, Serbian, with armed bands willing to impost linguistic,
religious and national discipline.'* Of course. the region also harbored
Gypsies. Jews, Armenians, and. as a different style of being. Albanians,
as well as. obviously, “Turks™."* Even the Romanians. basing as always
their claims on peripatetic Vlach shepherds. presumed to have a say in
any (anticipated) territorial division.'"® The rivalries were fierce. and

" Rumi was the Turkish term for Romans and Orthodox Christians. Under the millet
system, the word “Turk” usually meant “Muslim™ regardless of language: the word
Greek meant *Greek Orthodox Christian’, not Hellenophone: and the word Bulgarian
was used to refer to speakers of South Slavic dialects. Therefore, the most important
opposition in Macedonia or Furopean Turkey was between Muslim/Christian. See.
Victor A. Friedman, “The Modern Macedonian Standard Language and its Relation to
Modern Macedonian Identity™ in Victor Roudometof, (ed.), The Macedonian Question.
Culture. Historiography. Politics, East Furopean Monographs (New York: Columbia
University Press, 2000), 173-201. Nevertheless, it should be added that. for the
Ottomans and until the rise of Kemalist nationalism, “Turk™ was a demeaning word
that signified a Turkish-speaking Anatolian peasant.

" Basil G. Gounaris, “Social cleavages and national ‘awakening’ in Ottoman
Macedonia”, East European Quarterly, 29, (1995): 409-426. In Macedonia. a specific
autocephalous church was not achieved until well into the next century.

** See the classic British account by H.N. Brailsford, Macedonia: Its Races and Their
Furure, London, Methuen & Co., 1906, available online at <http://'www.promace
donia.org/en/hb/index.html>. Brailsford (1873-1958) was the main correspondent for
the Manchester Guardian for Mediterranean subjects, considered a person of strong
leftist opinions, although he follows early twentieth century ideas about “race”. On the
Albanians, see the contemporary work by a French observer Jaray (1878-1954), voung,
but with considerable experience of the Balkans: Gabriel Louis-Jaray, Au jeune
Royaume d’Albanie Paris: Hachette, 1914, chapter VII, “Les marches albanaises de
I'est: Struga, Okrida, Resna et Monastir™. On “Turks”, in general, as a minority, by a
living Turkish diplomat: see: Bildl N. Simsir. The Turks of Bulgaria (1878-1983)
London: K. Rustem & Brother. 1988.

" As an example: Theodor Capidan, Les Macédo-Roumains. Ethnographie, histoire,
langue Bucarest: Fundatia Regala Literatura si Arta, 1943. See also H.N. Brailsford.
op. cit., chapter V1. Clear data only came in the aftermath of the 1903 revolt. with a
“1903 census™, actually realized in 1905-1906: see Ipek K. Yosmaoglu, “Counting
Bodies, Shaping Souls: The 1903 Census and National Identity in Ottoman
Macedonia”, International Journal of Middle East Studies, vol. 38, n. 1 ( February
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Similarly, the attribution of the 1903 “revolution™ as an expression of
conscious anarchism. also a current hlsloncal theme (especially in
Barcelona), will not be dealt with here.*’

"Eastern Wars" were followed with some relative attention in the
Spanish press, not too much, as Spain was no longer a great power by
the 1870s. and in any case had no acknowledged "interests” in the area.
until the Salonica Sephardim were discovered by the Spaniard doctor
Angel Pulido (1852-1932), precisely on a Balkan trip in 1903. who then
devoted the rest of his life to their recognition in his homeland.*' Local
journalists (not necessarily foreign correspondents) published books
with detailed descriptions of the conflicts taken from the international
press. beginning with the Crimean War (1854-1856). and continuing
with the struggles of 1876 and the resulting Russo-Turkish War of 1877-
1878.% This style of illustrated publication continued, with photographic
lithography replacing steel engraving. right up to the Italo-Turkish War

godini revolucionerna tradicija [One Hundred Years from the Formation of IMRO —
One Hundred Years of Revolutionary Tradition). Skopje: Kultura, 1993: Wsanka
Anactacora, Jluewa Cumuk, Maxenoncka muctopHorpaduja 3a Makenosckara
peroyimoHepia opraumsaumja (BMPO) n Hnnnaenckoto soctanme: GuGanorpadexn
npuior, HucturyT 3a naunonanna ncropuja, Ckonje, 1993 [Ivanka Anastasova, Divna
Simi¢, Macedonian Historiography of The Macedonian Revolutionary Organization
(VMRO) and llinden Uprising: Bibliographic Contribution, Skopje, Institute of
National History, 1993): Todor Cheoreganov (ed.) History of The Macedonian People,
Sl\och Institute of The National History. 2008

* Georgi Khadziev (translated by Will Firth into English, and then by M. Gémez into
Spanish), La Comuna de los Baicanes. El levantamiento de Macedonia y Tracia de
1903 Barcelona: Aldarull Edicions, 2010.
*! See Angel Pulido v Femandez, Espaioles sin patria y la raza sefardi Granada:
Universidad de Granada, 1993 (a facsimile of the 1905 edition, with a study by Maria
Antonia Bel Bravo); a filial biography: Angel Pulido Martin, £l Doctor Pulido v su
¢época Madrid: Imprenta F. Domenech, 1945. To a large extent, until Pulido’s agitation,
the debate regarding the immigration of Spanish Jews to Spain was centered on North
Africa: see Isidro Gonzalez, £l retorno de los judios Madrid: Nerea, 1991.
* Andrés Borrego. La Guerra de Oriente Madrid: Casa Emilio Serra, Ed.. [1856); for
a French model: Histoire de la Guerre d'Orient Paris: Gustave Barba, n.d.. 4 vols. For
a current evaluation, see Orlando Figes, Crimea: The Last Crusade London: Allen
Lane, 2010. For the Russo-Turkish War, see Torcuato Tarrago y Mateos, Rusos v
turcos. Historia de la Guerra de Oriente Madrid: Jesis Gracia, Ed., 1878, 3 vols.; or
La Guerra de Oriente por un distinguido militar espafiol emigrado Barcelona: Juan
Pons, 1877-1878. 3 vols.
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Gladstone in 1885). Originally a federalist republican, Almirall became
a relative “accidentalist”™ or opportunist in the name of "Catalan
particularism”, although his heart remained firmly anti-dynastic.*®

Almirall’s opponents within the national movement in the 1880s (like
the playwright Angel Guimera. 1845-1924), on the contrary, soon saw
the Austro-Hungarian compromise of 1867 and a "Dual Monarchy" as a
reasonable model for their hopes and dreams.”” In 1888. at the Barcelona
World's Fair, a vague but pointed proposal was handed to the Queen-
Regent, a Habsburg. In 1892. a newly created pressure group. the Unié
Catalanista (Catalanist Union), drew up a dualist constitution for
Catalonia in relation to Spain, with dualism always seen from the
Magyar side, and with scant attention to the Hungarian ar%umcm that the
Apostolic Crown was itself dual wnh Croatia-Slavonia.”” But the Uni6
did not believe in electoral politics.””

In March 1897, to voice their support for the Greek national cause.
the more pragmatic and younger members of the Uni6 around Enric Prat
de la Riba (1870-1917) wrote a “Message to H.M. George, King of the
Hellenes™, which they noisily presented to the Greek consul in
Barcelona. So. in the Catalan metropolis. the “Eastern Question™ was

* In general. on Almirall: Josep Maria Figueres, Vaienti Almirall, forjador del
catalanisme politic Barcelona: Generalitat de Catalunya, 1990; and Josep Pich i
Mitjana, Federalisme i catalanisme: Valenti Almirall i Llozer (1841-1904) Vic: Eumo,
2004; on the party platform: also by Pich, El Centre Catala: la primera associacio
politica catalanista, 1882-1894 Catarroja: Afers, 2002; on the newspaper: Figueres,
Diari Catala: plataforma d'exposicié ideologica i d'activisme del catalanisme politic
Bellaterra: Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, 2005: and Pich, Almirall i el Diari
Catala, 1879-1881: 'inici del projecte politico-ideologic del catalanisme progressista
Vic: Eumo, 2003; on the First and Second Catalanist Congresses: Figueres, EI Primer
Congrés Catalanista i Valenti Almirall: materials per a l'estudi dels origens del
catalanisme Barcelona: Generalitat de Catalunya, 2004; Maria Carme Illa i Munné, E/
Segon Congrés Catalanista: un congrés inacabat Barcelona: Generalitat de Catalunya,
1983,

*’ Enric Ucelay-Da Cal, £l imperialismo cataldn. Prat de la Riba, Cambé, D 'Ors v la
conquista moral de Espaia Barcelona: Edhasa, 2003. On Almirall's nationalist
enemies: Jordi Llorens i Vila, La Lliga de Catalunya i el Centre Escolar Catalanista:
dues associacions del primer catalanisme Barcelona: Rafael Dalmau, 1996.

** Josep Termes and Agusti Colomines, Les Bases de Manresa de 1892 i els origens del
catalanisme Barcelona: Generalitat de Catalunya, 1992: Joan Lluis Pérez Francesch,
Les Bases de Manresa i el programa politic de la Unié Catalanista: 1871-1899
Manresa: Fundacié Caixa de Manresa, 1992,

* Jordi Llorens i Vila, La Unié Catalanista i els origens del catalanisme politic: dels
origens a la presidéncia del Dr. Marti i Julia: 1891-1903 Barcelona: Abadia de
Montserrat, 1992.
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loathed each other, while still retaining a common linguistic tie —distinct
from the Spanish language— despite the visible social tensions of a
rapidly expanding metropolis. with a burgeoning industrial base, and a
still prosperous agrarian production, all oriented primarily towards the
Spanish “national™ market.**

Macedonia in the Catalan nationalist press

The first reference about Macedonia in the Catalan nationalist press
appeared by the end of August 1901, and referred to Supremist leader
Boris Sarafov. La Veu de Catalunya remarked the existence of a
“Macedonian Committee [the Macedonian Supreme Committee]”,
stressing that its aim was to “gain the independence of the ancient
Macedonia. today nearly disappeared in the maps”. Sarafov —leader of
the pro-Bulgarian Macedonian revolutionary group- was depicted as an
unscrupulous conspirator willing to obtain money for his cause from a
not very enthusiastic population. La Veu stressed that those inhabitants
of Macedonia who did not favour the Committee found themselves
between Sarafov and the Ottoman rulers. The newspaper pointed out that
Bulgaria was favouring the Committee and after explaining that Sarafov
was in trial accused of various assassinations in Rumania. stated that
Bulgarian public opinion saw him as a martyr despite the fact that
anywhere else he would be seen “perhaps as a vulgar criminal™.**

After a year with no references. in spring 1902, La Veu de ( ‘atalunya
looked again towards Macedonia depicting the Turks “as masters in
elementary diplomacy™ (like everybody else except those so described.
the La Veu de Catalunya used “Turks™ and “Ottomans™ indistinctly). La
Veu argued that when the Ottoman Empire had to confront a province
that was not under any Great Power protection, the Sublime Porte felt
free to use its army, as well as its notorious irregular forces. But. in the
Macedonian case, given Austrian. Greek, Serbian and Bulgarian
interests, the Sultan Abdul Hamid Il presented himself as the victim of
the banditry of the Macedonian Committee in Sofia. According to the
newspaper, Sarafov’s activities were putting into trouble both Muslims
and Christians. Thus, pursuing its aim to “Bulgarise the Macedonian
population, the Committee usually excites rivalries between Serbs.
Montenegrins, Turks from the opposition, Greeks and other groups in

x Klaus-Jirgen Nagel, Arbeiterschafi und nationale Frage in Katalonien zwischen
1898 und 1923 Saarbriicken: Breitenbach, 1991.
** “El comité Macedénich™, La Veu de Catalunya, August 21, 1901, 4.
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Of course. there was no journalist in La Veu with the job of writing
up events in a consistent way beyond printing translations of interna-
tional dispatches. There was no money for such niceties. Only a few
major papers had such resources, and there was much venality: Paris
papers. for example, were notoriously corrupt. La Veu recognised that
what arrived was contradictory because the reports on the ground —
which depended on the efforts of stringers rather than specially sent
correspondents— were overshadowed by the interested information given
out by the foreign ministries of both the Great Powers and local capitals.
Furthermore, dispatches from Belgrade. Sofia or Constantinople were
reproduced after being filtered by the European agencies. all of which
served as the starting point for the rise of intelligence services, precisely
around the turn of the century. The Catalan newspaper. therefore, could
inform of “contradictory dispatches from Belgrade™, because while some
sources argued about the necessity of an uprising some others informed
about a delay in the insurrection by the end of summer.

During the spring of 1903, La Veu reported the existence of Christian
armed units prepared to face the Turkish police “which steals storages
and puts the inhabitants facing the dilemma of choosing starvation or
joining the insurgency™. It published also that many Christians had been
sent to prison “because they read the Bulgarian press” and even that
“Turkish rulers spread terror through Christian population and that
Bulgarian army is ready to intervene”. Above all La Veu presumed the
possibility that something was about to happen. Nevertheless, at the
same time it seemed that the Catalan newspaper was confident in the
adoption of an agreed solution among the Great Powers and the Sultan
which would overcome over the Macedonian region’s growing
instabilily.43

By the end of March, La Veu informed about the possibility of the
outbreak of a general uprising following rumours in Vienna, because
“the Ottoman rulers have no mercy towards the Christians in
Macedonia”. And according to that many Macedonian Christians
returned from the neighbour states to their country in order to take part
in the imminent uprising.“ A month later, considering that “in the

 “La qiiestié6 macedonica”, La Veu de Catalunya, February 25. 1903, 3; /d.. February
27, 1903, 3.

" “La qiiestioc Macedonica”, La Veu de Catalunya, March 4, 1903, 3; Id., March 6,
1903, 5: /d.. March 9,1903, 3.

" “La quiestio Macedonica”, La Veu de Catalunya, March 22, 1903, 3: Id., March 23,
1903, 3.
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news arriving from the Balkans. The assassination of Serbian King
Alexander I Obrenovi¢ and his wife, Queen Draga, by a group of army
officers. carried out in a brutal manner. shocked all the European
monarchies. The Lliga Regionalista, which supported monarchical
stability in Spain. was no exception. La Veu even pointed out that the
Bulgarian Government was watchful of any unusual measures taken by
army officers who might not favour official passivity towards the
policies of Ottoman authorities.*’

At the same time. in June 1903 there reappeared in Barcelona the
lustracié Catalana, which. founded in 1880, had been the first graphic
magazine published in Catalan. in imitation of the famous Parisian
weekly L lllustration. Francesc Matheu (1851-1938). a conservative
Catalanist, was the director of this Modern-style. bourgeoisie-oriented
publication. Although the llustracié was an independent magazine,
Matheu was closely linked to the Unié Catalanista, sharing its political
ideology. The llustracié was a bimonthly ma%azine. which usually
devoted its opening pages to international affairs.*

Wifred (or Wilfred) Coroleu (1877-1951) was the author of the
articles. under the heading Cronica (Chronicle). He was the son of the
renowned lawyer, historian and journalist. Josep Coroleu (1839-1895),
considered one of the pioneering Catalanists.” Then a twenty-six vear
old Catalan psychiatrist, Wifred would become the titular doctor at the
insane asylum of the Santa Creu Hospital in Barcelona the following
year. Afterwards he would work for the Barcelona City Council and,
from 1916 to 1935, would be the secretary of the Royal Academy of
Medicine of Catalonia. Throughout his career, doctor Coroleu wrote
many works and articles on psychiatry, especially using ethnographic

Lo de Servia”, La Veu de C ‘atalunya, June 13, 1903, 1; “L’escena del regicide™, Id,
June 14, 1903, 1: “La nit tragica al Konak™, /d., June 15, 1903, 2; “Fl sulta™, /d, June
16, 1903, 2; “El rey de Servia”, /d., June 22, 1903, 1; “Lo dels Balkans”, /d., July 6,
1903, 1

* Joan Torrent and Rafael Tasis Marca, Historia de la premsa catalana, vol.ll
(Barcelona: Bruguera, 1966), 377-380; Maria Marti, Francesc Matheu i la revista
Catalana: [l'oposicio a la normativitzacio del catala (1918-1926) (Barcelona:
Publicacions de I'Abadia de Montserrat, 2007), 9-23: Margarida Casacuberta,
“Francesc Matheu i la tradicié de I'antiintel-lectualisme a Catalunya” in Ramon
Panyella, (ed.), La projeccié social de [escriptor en la literatura catalana
contemporania (Barcclona: Punctum, Grup d'Estudis de Literatura Catalana
Contemporani de la Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, 2007), 233-243.

* Giovanni C. Cattini, Historiografia i catalanisme. Josep Coroleu i Inglada (1839-
1895) Catarroja: Afers, 2007.
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of the national struggles that most interested the Catalanists, as after the
revolt, in 1898, the island gained autonomy under Ottoman rule. But,
above all, the psychiatrist condemned the “destruction of helpless
villages and the slaughter of old people and children™ and deplored the
“bloody revenge of the Sultan against the Christians”. While he was not
very confident on the European demands because, in his view. “the
Christian emperor par excellence [Kaiser Wilhelm I1]" was covering the
Ottoman ruler. And he also reminded his readers of the Moslem
massacres of Armenians “for no other reason than being Christians™.**

The Ninden uprising: between Autonomy and the Crusades

The revolt began in Bitola (Monastir), in the Monastir vilayet, on
August 2™, During the following days the revolution spread throughout
the Krusevo, Smilevo, Ohrid, Demir-Hisar, Prespa and Kastoria regions,
in the southwest of Macedonia and the eastern Thrace region. The
insurgents took control of many villages. In some cases. local
populations helped them and even fled into the mountains, while others
remained, feeling that it was not necessary to abandon their homes. as
they were not helping the rebels. Due to Macedonian multi-ethnicity, the
views towards the uprising were diverse. In other parts of Macedonia,
such as Skopje. Ki¢evo, Razlog or Florina the revolts were far less
intense.

La Veu announced the beginning of the Ilinden uprising on August 9"
and from then on informed about the developments in Macedonia almost
every day. Despite other rebels named. the Catalan newspaper depicted
Supremist leader Boris Sarafov as the leader of the revolt. Following the
news and dispatches compiled from the European agencies and
newspapers, the publication constantly stressed “atrocities™ carried out
by the Turkish irregulars, the bashi-bozouks, already infamous for the
“Bulgarian horrors™ in 1876, which had been denounced in their day by
such leading French and British intellectuals and politicians as Victor
Hugo or Gladstone. Similarly, the destruction of villages and churches
was also stressed. La Veu assured that, for instance, “boys and girls
between eight and fourteen years have been horrendously tortured and
killed, while harvests have been burned and peasants have to flee to
Bulgaria. while the young elements join the insurgents™.”* Usually, La

* Wifred Coroleu, “Cronica”, flustracié Catalana, July 19,1903, n.7, 2.
* “La qllestié macedonica”, La Veu de Catalunya, August 9, 1903, n.1632, 2.
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Junca paid attention to the extraordinary achievements of Alexander the
Great. The medical student used Alexander’s conquests as a contrast to
the creation of the Spanish Empire. Thus, he argued: “unlike what Spain
did in America. History renders justice to those great men who did not
oppress conquered populations. |...] [Alexander and the Macedonians]
tried to show affection for them, improving their administration and
giving relevance to their own personalities™.

Further along, Junca explained the end of the Macedonian Empire
and how it came under the rule of Rome, and finally was turned into an
Ottoman province. The young Catalan nationalist added that the Turks
were anti-Christians and. therefore. “as the majority of Macedonians are
Christians they could not remain indifferent to the profanation of
churches™. And. following the mainstream, Junca claimed that European
nations were doing nothing while Ottomans kept killing and torturing
children and women. “Turkey promised reforms” =Junca mourned—- “in
the same way that Spain promised reforms as well, but these never arrive
and when they do it is too late”. Therefore. in his view, “Macedonians
with the courage that rises from desperation fight an heroic battle for
liberty against tyranny. justice a%vainst evil. following the claims
“Macedonia for the Macedonians’." The reply of the Sublime Porte to
the threat was certainly harsh: by mid-August, the Sultan. determined to
put down the rebellion. sent more than 150.000 infantrymen, 3.500
cavalrymen and artillery to defeat the insurgents, all in addition to the
150.000 troops already in the area.

During the second half of the month, La Veu kept describing the
“atrocities of the Ottoman troops™. Furthermore. the Catalan newspaper
pointed out that “the Turks had killed teachers, Greeks. Bulgarians and
even foreigners™. And, it was also mentioned that rebels had burned
some houses and villages, although their warfare activity was not
described in depth.” Even Sarafov, reported La Veu. had claimed that he
had been unfairly accused of plundering villages. Otherwise, the
newspaper informed that any of the Great Powers was not going to
intervene in the conflict and “the rebels never had until now a separatist

e 63
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*! Remigi Junca, “La qiiestio macedonica”™, La Veu de Catalunya, August 17, 1903, 1,
** “De Macedonia”, La Veu de Catalunya, August 19, 1903, 3; “Turchs y Macedonis”,
Id, August 22, 1903, 2; “La qiiesti6 macedonica™, /d, August 24, 1903, 2; “De
Turquia™, /d., August 25, 1903, 2.

8 “La qilesti6 macedonica”, La Veu de Catalunya, August 27, 1903, n.1650, 2; “La
Questié macedonica”, /d., August 29, 1903, 2; “La qilestié macedonica”, /d, August




